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SPRING BREAK EQUALS KATRINA RELIEF FOR UK STUDENTS

More than 120 UK students will spend their Spring Break from March 11-16 helping victims of Katrina in New Orleans, LA.  The UK students are joining in a national effort sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ to send more than 8000 college students from around the nation to aid in the recovery.

LEXINGTON, KY, March 8, 2006 – More than 120 University of Kentucky students and staff leave Lexington on Saturday, March 11, to travel to New Orleans to join in the effort to help victims of Hurricane Katrina.  Rather than using their Spring Break to hit the beach, the students will spend five days helping clean out flooded homes in the disaster zone.  UK students will join with 8000 college students from around the country being sent by Campus Crusade for Christ for Spring Break.  

“The response from the students is overwhelming,” says Rob Wheeler, Director for the UK chapter of Campus Crusade for Christ.  “The students begged to do a Hurricane Relief spring break rather than a traditional beach trip. They are willing to give up their spring break, drive long distances, work hard and pour their hearts out for the Katrina victims."

Students going on the trip represent many UK campus organizations including Campus Crusade for Christ, the Wesley Foundation, Christian Student Fellowship as well as fraternities, sororities, and other organizations. Forty UK students participated in a similar trip in October to Pass Christian, Mississippi. After the success of that trip, the number of UK students going to New Orleans has tripled. 

“In New Orleans, we have the opportunity to serve many different organizations,” adds Rick Amos, Coordinator of Katrina Relief Efforts for Campus Crusade.  “The City of New Orleans has asked us to help clean up neighborhoods as well as clean out schools and churches.  Tulane University has requested our help to clean out professor’s homes and public schools near the university. The University of New Orleans has asked us to plant new trees around campus. Desire Street Ministries in the devastated Ninth Ward needs help to clean out 800 flooded homes.”

"While helping meet the physical needs of people whose homes have been destroyed,” explains Amos, “students are also meeting the spiritual and emotional needs of residents as they demonstrate their love and share a message of hope and comfort."

Founded in 1951, Campus Crusade for Christ is one of the largest interdenominational organizations in the world and is active on 1298 colleges through out America.  Its goal is to help bring the reality of Jesus to the students of America and the world.  Campus Crusade for Christ is a charter member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability. 
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Media Notes:

The UK Katrina Relief Team meets at 9pm, Thursday, March 9 in the UK Student Center.
 

To schedule interviews, contact Rob Wheeler, at M#859-492-9913 or Rob.Wheeler@uscm.org
See www.campuscrusadeforchrist.com/newsroom  and http://relief.campuscrusadeforchrist.com/
