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OREGON STUDENTS TRAVEL TO GULF COAST TO HELP VICTIMS

30 University of Oregon students will fly to Louisiana on Monday, September 19 to help victims of Katrina.  The Oregon students will join in a national effort sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ sending 1500 college students from around the nation to aid in the first phase of recovery.

EUGENE, OR, September 14, 2005 –Thirty University of Oregon students, staff and volunteers will travel to Louisiana from Monday, September 19 through the 26th, to join in the effort to help victims of Hurricane Katrina.  A partnership between Campus Crusade for Christ, First Baptist Church and other Eugene area churches, community members and non-affiliated students is sending the relief team.  

"We have the ability to do this,” says Brian Ritchie, University of Oregon Katrina Relief Coordinator, “because of the generous cooperation of all the partners in Eugene.  Our hearts are with those who have lost so much and we want to help restore some hope and get them back on their feet." 

The Oregon Team has been assigned to Ponchatoula, Louisiana.  There are 50,000 residents and 100,000 evacuees from New Orleans.  The students will be sent out up to 75 miles to deliver food, clean yards, sort clothes and encourage evacuees.  Some students will also interact with residents and offer them spiritual and emotional encouragement and give them Bibles. 

"I had a class scheduled, but this opportunity to help people was more important,” remarked Taylor Bushnell, a junior at the University of Oregon.  “If I could help one person it would be worth it.  While I'm down there I want to help as many people as possible."

The students will be missing the first day of classes and the USC football game to help those devastated by Katrina.  The Oregon Katrina Relief Team is raising $13,500 to cover both their own expenses and to bring critically needed supplies to the region.  
"I'm going because it's a time of crisis,” adds Kevin Tardiss, a junior at Oregon.  “Since I saw it happen, I’ve been trying to find a way to get down there.  I'm excited to do whatever I can to help people."

The team from Oregon will join more than 1500 other students and volunteers being sent by Campus Crusade to Ponchatoula and four other locations in Louisiana and Mississippi through October as part of the first phase of a long term relief and recovery effort for the Gulf Coast region.

Founded in 1951, Campus Crusade for Christ is one of the largest interdenominational organizations in the world and is active on 1298 colleges through out America.  Campus Crusade for Christ is a charter member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability. 
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Media Notes:


To schedule interviews, contact Andrew Enders at M# 407-276-3298 or Andrew.Enders@ccci.org 

See www.campuscrusadeforchrist.com/newsroom  and http://campuscrusadeforchrist.com/katrina/index.htm for more information. 

Contributions to help the Katrina Relief Team should be made payable to First Baptist Church of Eugene and designated Katrina Relief.  Contact Brett Gilchrist at Office # (541) 345-0341 or email: brett@fbceugene.com.  100% of the gifts donated will be used for this cause.  

