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NC STATE STUDENTS TRAVEL TO GULF COAST TO HELP VICTIMS

More than 60 NC State students will spend their Fall Break from October 6-9 helping victims of Katrina in Louisiana and Mississippi.  The State students are joining in a national effort sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ to send more than 2000 college students from around the nation to aid in the first phase of recovery.

RALEIGH, NC, September 27, 2005 – More than sixty NC State University students and staff leave Raleigh on Wednesday night, October 5, to travel to Louisiana and Mississippi to join in the effort to help victims of Hurricane Katrina.  Rather than using their Fall Break to go home, the students will spend four days helping clean out flooded homes in the disaster zone.  NC State students will join with 2000 college students from around the country being sent through December by Campus Crusade for Christ.  

“The response from the students is overwhelming,” says Jeff Rhea, one of the NC State Katrina Relief Team Coordinators.  “We’ve had twice as many sign up as originally expected and more are still asking to go.  The students are willing to give up their fall break, drive long distances, work hard and pour their hearts out for the Katrina victims."

The NC State students are being divided into two teams.  One team will be traveling to Slidell, Louisiana and the other to Pass Christian, Mississippi.

Slidell is located on the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain only twenty miles from New Orleans.  The storm surge from the lake swamped most of the homes in town.  Working alongside local churches and Christian relief agencies, State students will be cleaning out or “muddin’ out” flooded homes.

Pass Christian, Mississippi was ground zero where Katrina stormed ashore with a 38 foot storm surge.  Only four homes were left standing along two miles of coastline and the entire downtown was destroyed.  State students will assist with removing debris and the mudding out of inland homes still standing.

In each location, the NC State students are looking forward to offering survivors spiritual and emotional encouragement as part of the recovery effort.  "I'd like to do something worthwhile instead of sitting at home while there are people who need help,” says Leah Horton, a sophomore from Mount Olive.

“I’m tired of sitting around watching those news clips about how bad it is down there,” agrees Gaither Weeks, a junior from Rocky Mount.  “I love helping people, I love hard work, and I've always found that (the phrase) it is more blessed to give than to receive really comes alive (when helping others).”

Founded in 1951, Campus Crusade for Christ is one of the largest interdenominational organizations in the world and is active on 1298 colleges through out America.  Its goal is to help bring the reality of Jesus to the students of America and the world.  Campus Crusade for Christ is a charter member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability. 
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Media Notes:

The NC State Katrina Relief Team leaves campus at 8pm, Wednesday, October 5.

The Team returns late Sunday, October 9.


To schedule interviews, contact Tony Arnold, at M# 919-244-3375 or Tony.Arnold@uscm.org
See www.campuscrusadeforchrist.com/newsroom  and http://campuscrusadeforchrist.com/katrina/index.htm for more information. 

