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STANFORD STUDENTS STAGE EXTREME MAKE OVER ON FEB 19-20

100 Stanford University students will band together for their own version of an extreme

home make over for on February 19-20. East Palo Alto resident, Dorothy Conner, widow, mother of seven and recent double amputee will be the beneficiary.  Steve Stenstrom,

former Stanford and San Francisco 49er quarterback is spearheading the makeover.

STANFORD, CA, February 8, 2005 – More than 100 Stanford University students will band together for their own version of an extreme home make over for an East Palo Alto woman on February 19-20.  Modeled after the ABC program “Extreme Makeover – Home Edition,” Stanford students joined by many community members will use their President’s Day weekend to renovate Dorothy Conner’s home in East Palo Alto.

Dorothy Conner is a 30-year resident of East Palo Alto. Widowed at a young age, she was left to be a single mother with seven children.  Conner lost both legs to diabetes last year.  She has been unable to go into her backyard because her wheelchair would not fit through the back door.  

While raising her family, Conner worked at the Runnymede School, Ravenswood School District, Drew Health Foundation and Stanford Hospital.  Concerned for others, Conner was involved with helping the poor, feeding the hungry and even opening her home to the homeless.

Mosaic, an alliance of Christian students at Stanford University, felt compelled by Dorothy Conner’s story to help her.  Initially, they planned something ”small” to help Conner re-gain access to her backyard.  As Mosaic shared the idea with community residents, local businesses and contractors, a much larger project emerged.  Now called the 2nd Mile Project, helping Dorothy Conner has turned into a real “makeover.”  Contractors are donating time to widen Conner’s doorways to accommodate her wheelchair.  Appliances, carpeting, flooring, painting, new landscaping and wheelchair accessible decks are being donated or built.

Contractors will begin preparing Conner’s house for the “makeover” the week of February 14th –18th.   Stanford students joined by friends and community residents will begin working on Conner’s house in 4-hour shifts beginning Saturday, February 19th at 8:00 am.  The students plan to present Dorothy Conner with her “made-over” house at 5:00 pm on Sunday, February 20th.

Steve Stenstrom, the former Stanford and San Francisco 49er quarterback, is spearheading the 2nd Mile Project.  Stenstrom is an advisor to Mosaic. 
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Media Notes:

The home makeover 2nd Mile Project occurs on February 19-20, 2005, East Palo Alto.

To schedule interviews, photo ops or for the exact address, please contact:


Ron Sanders at Cell# 650-814-7196 or by email at  rs48@stanford.edu.

