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Impact AIDS Walkathon to Connect UNC-CH & NC State Saturday, April 13

27 Mile Walkathon from UNC Bell Tower to NCSU Bell Tower benefits Operation Sunrise Africa and the AIDS Foundation of South Africa.

RALEIGH, NC, April 8, 2002 -  Students from UNC Chapel Hill and NC State University will join together on Saturday, April 13 in a 27-mile Walkathon to raise funds for Operation Sunrise Africa and the AIDS Foundation of South Africa.  Walkers will leave from the UNC Bell Tower at 7:30am.  They expect to finish with a rally at the NC State Bell Tower at 4:30pm.

The Walkathon theme “Bell Tower to Bell Tower, Hand in Hand” captures the unprecedented nature of the fundraiser as it brings Tar Heel and Wolfpack students together with students from other Triangle campuses and community volunteers.

Melody Gardner, Associate Director of the Impact Movement in the Triangle, explains, “African American college and high school students, as well as business and professional leaders, are being challenged to join in an immense project called Operation Sunrise Africa.  This Walkathon helps build awareness and raise the funds needed to make a difference when we get there.”

The concept of Operation Sunrise Africa, one of the largest missions efforts in history, originated in Africa.  Uniting Christians of many different churches, denominations and mission agencies, Operation Sunrise Africa is a campaign lasting 50 days in 50 cities of Eastern and Southern Africa to bring the message of love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ to 50 million people.

When Americans were invited to join in this massive undertaking, The Impact Movement responded to the challenge.  The Impact Movement, a ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ, seeks to meet the spiritual needs of African Americans within the distinctives of the black culture.

More than 20 students and volunteers from the Triangle are planning to participate in Operation Sunrise Africa for a month in July-August 2002.

One of those students, Micah Gilmer, a Morehead scholar at UNC Chapel Hill, was in Capetown, South Africa last summer.  While visiting housebound AIDS patients, he was led to a

small, tin shack.  “I was stunned… by the most emaciated girl I had ever seen,” Gilmer related.  

- more -

Page 2 / Impact Aids Walkathon

When the girl’s sister brought tea, “I couldn’t help but notice the contrast between these two ladies… I was even more shocked when (I learned) that these two girls were in fact identical twin sisters…”

Resolving to help alleviate the suffering he witnessed firsthand, Gilmer, an Impact student leader, has rallied Triangle students to both go and join in Operation Sunrise Africa and to raise funds for AIDS research and treatment in South Africa, hence the Impact AIDS Walkathon.

Gardner, coordinating logistics for the Walkathon, agrees, “Funds raised through the Impact AIDS Walkathon will be split evenly between Operation Sunrise Africa and the AIDS Foundation of South Africa.  We want to demonstrate as Christians our concern for meeting the spiritual and physical needs of the South Africans we’ll be meeting this summer.  Our goal is to raise $100,000.”

The Impact Movement, a ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ, is a movement of evangelism and discipleship among African Americans on the campus that extends into the community and ultimately, to the world.

Campus Crusade for Christ, founded in 1951, is now the largest evangelical organization in the US according to USA Today and is active in more than 191 countries.  Campus Crusade ministers on more than 1000 campuses across America.
More information on both the Walkathon and the Impact Movement and Campus Crusade is available on our websites:
www.impactwalk.com




www.impactmovement.com




www.campuscrusadeforchrist.com 
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