Understanding Different Types of TV News Coverage

Watch the local news broadcasts of different TV stations at different times and on different days.  See how the stories are reported differently at different times and on different days.  Learn to recognize the different ways or types of reporting used for news stories.

The most watched news shows are at dinner time, followed by late evening and then early morning.  Some stations have lunchtime or late afternoon news shows.  Certain kinds of stations (FOX, UPN, WB & independents) have newscasts at 9 or 10pm during prime time.

VOSOT
(Voice Over Sound On Tape)

A VOSOT is the most common type of report.  It usually runs 25-35 seconds.  

The anchor introduces the story and then does a Voice-Over.  His or her voice explains the video images being shown.  In the last half, you’ll see and hear someone at the event comment (Sound-on-Tape) about the story.  This Sound Bite averages 8-10 seconds.

One clue that a station is planning to only do a VOSOT on your event, is when they only send a cameraman and no reporter will appear on camera.  (But, not always…)

Package

The Package is the label given to everything the TV station broadcasts on a single news story.  It includes the anchor intro, a reporter describing the story either live or on tape from the site or from the studio, video segments of the event and 1 or more interview sound bites from speakers and participants.  Packages may run from 1 ½ to 4 minutes in length.  

Longer packages, sometimes called full packages, are the feature stories at the beginning of a news show.  Sometimes you may hear a reporter or editor refer to a short package.  A short package may be anything from a ½ minute VOSOT to a 1 ½ minute package.  Terms vary in different parts of the country or even different stations in the same market.

Live Remote

A Live Remote describes a news story where the station has a cameraman and reporter on site reporting the event during a TV station’s news show.  A Live Remote is kind of like a Full Package on steroids.  You’ve got all the elements of a package, but this time the anchor cuts to the reporter who’s on the scene.  They may even include a live interview.  That’s when you really want your interviewee to be on message for a great sound bite!

Live remotes during morning shows often include interviews.  A reporter may be on the scene or the interviewee has an earphone and is talking with an anchor back in the studio.

A TV station may air a VOSOT at 6pm, a live remote at 11pm and a full package the next morning on the same story using the same tape they shot at your event.
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