How to Quickly Prepare Someone for an Informal Interview

You’re standing outside the ballroom where the evangelistic presentation will start in 40 minutes.  An assignment editor with a local TV station just called you and told you his news crew will arrive in 10 minutes.  (True story)  What do you do now?

You immediately grab the speaker or event coordinator and see if they will be available for a quick interview.  As the Media Liaison, you are prepared already to be interviewed.  You’ve got your Talking Points on a card in your pocket to help you review.  

Next, you look around the lobby and choose 2-3 students and maybe a staff member or intern who fit the criteria discussed in Selecting People to be Interviewed.  You’re also looking for variety and “flavor” to spice up the look on camera.  One student may look like a fashion queen and then you’ve got a kid with tousled hair underneath a baseball cap.

“Hey guys, we’ve got Channel 5 coming in a few minutes to shoot a story about tonight.  They may want to talk with a few students.  Would you be available?”

“They’ll be interviewing our speaker first.  But then they’ll ask you a couple of questions like, ‘Why are you here tonight?’ or ‘How much interest is there on campus about this subject?’ Can you help me out?”

“Great!  Why don’t you let your friends go on in and save you a seat?  One of them can come back and tell you where they’re sitting.”

“Here’s a copy of the press release we sent the TV station explaining tonight.”

“This can be a lot of fun.  I can’t promise you’ll actually appear on the news.  We can all watch it tonight together at 11.  Let me give you a couple of tips.”

“First of all, the reporter or photographer will tell you where to look.  You’ll say and spell your name.  She’ll ask you a question or two and you answer it.”

“Keep your answers short.  2 or 3 short sentences max per question.  Smile.  Be positive.  Don’t mention denominations or other religions.”

“You know, we really want people to understand the spiritual issues involved.  But we need to be careful that we use language that non-believers will understand.”  

“Don’t say: ‘I’m just really blessed that all these people will hear the Gospel tonight.  I just want Christ to be glorified.’  Hey, that may be true, but a better, secular way to say it is: ‘I’m really excited by the turn-out tonight.  I think it shows how important this issue is to students.’”
“You may or may not be able to answer a follow-up question with something like, ‘I know my faith in Jesus has caused me to think in a new way about this subject.’”
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