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David & Goliath & CCC Media Relations

By Tony Arnold


The story of David and Goliath is one of the most famous in the Bible.  And the story also provides unusual inspiration to Campus Crusade for Christ media relations.


1st Samuel 17 pictures Israel’s army on one mountain with the Philistine enemy on the opposite mountain.  As each army descends into the valley to do battle, a 9-½ foot giant, massively armored, equipped with state of the art weapons, moves out front.  Goliath’s appearance alone was intimidating.  He shouts out his challenge, “I defy the ranks of Israel this day.  Give me a man that we may fight together.” (v 10)


“When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid.” (v 11)  No one was willing to fight him one-on-one.


Jesse’s three oldest sons were in Saul’s army.  I guess that means they were dismayed and afraid also.  Jesse sent David, his youngest son, with a care package full of home cooking for his three sons in the army.


To get the full flavor of what comes next, we need to back up to chapter 16 first.


Because of King Saul’s sin, God sent Samuel on a covert mission to anoint one of Jesse’s sons to be the replacement king for Israel.  When Samuel arrives, he tells Jesse that he’s come in peace to sacrifice and worship the Lord and to gather his sons.  It’s kind of like Billy Graham coming to your dad’s house saying, “Gather the family.  We’re going to have a prayer meeting.”


Jesse puts his seven oldest sons in the receiving line to meet Samuel.  Samuel catches sight of Eliab, the oldest, and thinks, “Wow, this must be the new king.”  But the Lord says to Samuel in I Sam. 16:7, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

Jesse brings his seven sons before Samuel and God says, “No!”  Finally, Samuel asks, “Are these all the children?” and Jesse admits that the youngest is out watching the sheep.  When David finally shows up, the Lord says, “Arise, anoint him; for this is the one.”  So Samuel anoints David surrounded by his brothers.  Verse 13 tells us “The Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.”


Moving back to the battle scene in I Sam 17, David arrives, leaves the care packages with the baggage handler and moves to the front ranks to be with his brothers.  

Goliath comes out and repeats his challenge.  (It’s been going on for 40 days!)

Israel falls back in fear again and the soldiers say to each other, “Have you seen this man? (Only a blind and deaf man hadn’t.)  He’s coming up to defy Israel (and by implication Israel’s king and Israel’s God).”  Then they say, whoever kills Goliath, Saul will reward, give him his daughter to marry and make his whole family tax-free.

David picks up on the reward incentive, repeats their comment and adds a question, “For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?”  To the promise of a human reward, David adds a spiritual incentive.  More on that later.

I believe that David’s motive here is to motivate the warriors in the army to respond to the challenge in faith and lead on to victory over Goliath and the Philistines.  Remember, the Philistines were the true enemy.  Goliath was only their champion.

Eliab, David’s oldest brother, exclaims, “Why have you come down? (v 28)  With whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness?  (Catch the accusation of irresponsibility.)  I know your insolence and the wickedness of your heart; for you’ve come down to see the battle.”  (Interesting accusations: thrill seeker, insolent and wicked.  All this from a man whom God rejected because God saw his heart.)

“What have I done now?  Wasn’t it just a question?” David replies in verse 29.

David repeats his question over and over.  Eventually, David’s question gets repeated to Saul and Saul sends for David.  The strongest response in 40 days is a shepherd’s question.  Why all the fuss over a simple question?  Do you remember the question?

“For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?”

Earlier I mentioned a spiritual motive.  Let me explain.  David’s question contains a paradigm shift of perspective and an implicit comparison.  Remember Goliath, the 9 ½ foot tall giant and champion of the Philistine army.  David looks at him and calls him not a giant, but a filthy pagan.  A pagan who is taunting the armies of what kind of God? A living God!  Not a dead God, not an absent or absent-minded God, but a God who is alive, powerful and fully engaged.

Whose armies was it?  Saul’s?  No!  Israel’s?  No!  It was God’s armies!

David came to Saul’s attention because, for the first time in 40 days, someone responded in faith, not fear, to Goliath’s challenge.  David focused on spiritual truths and God’s promise for ultimate success – a far greater incentive than any earthly reward.

Saul observes that David is just a kid and Goliath has been a warrior longer than David has been alive.  David recounts his hand to hand combat with a bear and a lion and says, “The God who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” (V 37)

Saul responds, “Go and may the Lord be with you.”  But he has to do something, so he puts his own clothes, armor and weapons on David.  (I wonder if Saul thought, “Even if he isn’t a warrior, at least he can look like one.”)  David says, “I can’t use these.  I haven’t tested them.”

You know the story.  David takes his stick, chooses five smooth stones and puts them in his pouch, takes his sling and goes out to meet Goliath.

Goliath sees David.  “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?”  (In the New Testament, Jews actually called Gentiles, “Dogs”.)  Goliath curses David and threatens him.

David responds, “You come to me with a sword, a spear and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts; the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted.  This day the Lord will deliver you up in to my hands and I will strike you down and remove your head from you and I will give the dead bodies of the army of the Philistines this day… that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel and that all this assembly (good guys and bad guys) may know that the Lord does not deliver by sword or by spear, for the battle is the Lord’s and He will give you into our hands.” (v. 45-46)

Goliath rises and comes near.  David runs quickly to the battle line, takes a stone, flings it and hits Goliath smack in the forehead.  Goliath falls face down in the dirt.  But, please notice that Saul isn’t dead.  David runs forward, grabs Goliath’s sword, kills him and cuts his head off.

What happens next?  The Philistine army (the real enemy) breaks ranks and runs away in fear.  The Israelites pursue and slaughter them all the way back to the gates of the Philistine capital.  The Israelites return and plunder all that the Philistines left behind.

What a display of faith and deliverance!

But how does all this relate to Media Relations?  

Often, we believe the enemies of heaven have a giant champion in the news media that we can’t do anything about.  I suggest that we need to switch from the spectacles of fear to one’s of faith and see the giant as he really is.

Let’s compare Goliath’s 3 weapons with 3 kinds of news media:

Goliath’s Weapons

Purpose

News Media Types 
Scope/Focus



sword


close up fighting

local 


local stories


spear


medium throwing range
regional 

trade/ethnic/interest

javelin


long distance impact

national 

nat’l trends & impact

News media outlets vary in scope and impact just like Goliath’s weapons did.  Like David’s lack of weapons, you and I don’t own any of the news media.  And just like David, we have to rely on the news media and their weapons to finish the task.

Again like David, we need to run to the local battle line and carefully choose five stones, get in close and hit the target just right.  If a stone had hit Goliath in the chest, it might have stung, but it wouldn’t knock him out.

One of the stones in our pouch is a press release that has been polished just right to catch the attention of a journalist – to hit him just right and enable us to use his media (sword) to reach out to our main target.

Over and over again, from Miami to Boston to Los Angeles, I’ve seen press releases result in positive TV coverage of the ministry.  One TV station showed the text of John 3:16 to explain why a woman’s head was bowed as she prayed to receive Christ.  How about that for getting the “message” out!

We can use the giant’s own weapons to reach unbelievers who would never listen to us.  And believers, like the armies of Israel, will rally to the cause, because the battle and the armies belong to a living God.

So let’s look with eyes of faith.

Let’s discover what the other smooth stones are, in addition to a press release, and put them in our pouches.

Let’s engage in today’s battle.  And like David, prepare for tomorrow’s battle.  David didn’t always rely on a slingshot.  As captain and king, David mastered the sword, spear and javelin.

Our message is not only that there is a God in Israel, but there is a God over the entire earth whom we can know personally through Jesus Christ.  

We need to remember that the battle and the victory are His.
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